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Mann, also elaborately describes. With, the mahapdtaka of killing a
Brahmana were connected the minor sins, such as falsely attributing
to oneself high birth, giving Information to the king regarding a
crime, and falsely accusing a teacher. With the drinking of
spirituous liqour were linked the minor sins of forgetting the Veda,
reviling the Veda, giving false evidence^ slaying a friend, eating
forbidden food, or swallowing substances unfit for consumption. The
robbing of a Brahmaiia's gold was associated with the theft of a
deposit or men or a horse and silver, diamonds and other gems.
Adultery with a preceptor's wife brought in its wake the sins of
sexual intercourse with sisters by the same mother, with unmarried
maidens, with females of the lowest castes and with the wives of a
friend or of a son. The other minor sins were slaying kine, sacri-
ficing for those who were not worthy to sacrifice, adultery, selling
oneself, casting off one's teacher, mother, father or son, and giving
tip of the daily study of the Veda,1 This type of curse therefore
should be traced not only to Buddhist influence,2 but evidently also
to that of Maim, the Law-Giver.s

5.   Imprecations and their Origins in Gupta Records

Let us now attempt to trace the origins of some of the
imprecations found in the Gupta records. The Khoh copper plate
grant of Maharaja Hastin, dated A, D. 475-76, lays down that the
41 giver of land enjoys happiness in heaven for sixty thousand years,
(but) the confiscation (of a grant), and he who assents (to an act of
confiscation)) shall dwell for the same number of years in hell":
" Sastirn ba (m) sahasraqi svargge modati bhumi-dah a cchetta cdtmmahtd
ca t&ny-eua narake vased iti."* This curse is repeated in the Khoh
copper-plate grants of the reign of the same ruler dated the, year
L. D, 482-83,5 and his Majhgawam copper-plate grant, dated A. D.
510-11. This Majhgawam record adds the clause that " those who
confiscate a previous grant, are born (again) as black serpents,
inhabiting tie dried up hollows of trees, in desert places destitute

1  Maim, XI, (60-67), pp. 442-44-
2  Cf. Childers, op, cit,f Pancanatariyakammam, s. v.
8 On this point see Pargiter, Verses relating to gifts of land cited in Indian Land
Records, /. JR. A. S., 1912, pp. 248-54; Huitzsch, Verses relating to gifts of Land, Ibid*
pp. 476-77; Jolly, Imprecations in Indian Land grants, /. J?. A. S., 1913, pp. 674-77;
Narasimhacar, Some more verses relating to gifts of land, Ibid., pp, 388-9, Batakrishna
Ghose, Imprecatory verses in copperplate grants, L H. Q.t III, p. 432.
4 Fleet, C. I. L, III, (21), text, p, 96, trans, p. 99.
5  Rid., (22), p. 105.